
taking an active part in 
shaping its future. He 
also encouraged greater 
community activity and 
interaction, and raised 
the possibility of more 
English language con-
tent in services along 
the lines of American 
Greek churches  

 
The Greek Ortho-

dox Cathedral of St. 
Luke is located at: 

27 Dundonald 
Road, Dowanhill, 

Glasgow, G12 9LL  
 

Tel: +44 (0)141-339  
7368 Fax: +44(0)

141-576 7181 
E-mail: nondas.

pitticas@ntlworld.
com 

Website: members.
tripod.com/agios-

loukas 
 

The Priest in 
Charge is Rev. 

Constantine 
Papageorgiou  

 
 

 

Glasgow’s Orthodox 
community celebrated 
St. Luke’s Day on 13th 
October with a special 
visit and liturgy from 
H i s  E m i n e n c e  
Archbishop Gregorios, 
the head of the Arch-
diocese of Thyateira 
and Great Britain. 

    Glasgow’s only Greek 
Orthodox church, which 
is located in the leafy 
West End, is dedicated 
to St. Luke the Evangel-
ist who is known as the 
patron saint of physi-
cians and artists.  

    After the service, the 
Archbishop also met 
with representatives of 
St. Luke’s Community 
Council and Christian 
Fellowship, and younger 
members of the commu-
nity.  

    Referring to the ex-
periences of other Greek 
Communities in the UK 
who have felt the effects 
of dwindling Church at-
tendance, particularly 

amongst first and sec-
ond generation Greeks,
the Archbishop urged 
everyone to work to-
gether in preserving and 
rejuvenating Scotland’s 
largest Greek Commu-
nity. He particularly em-
phasised the importance 
of the community’s youth 

My Big Fat Greek Film Review     
My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding has been 
one of the most popu-
lar movies of this year. 
G l a s g o w ’ s  o w n  
adopted-Greek film 
buff Anne Reid re-
views the film on page 
4. 

Greek NightGreek Night  
Sunday 10th November 

9pm-1am 
@ Havana 

Hope Street Glasgow 
Traditional music & latest Traditional music & latest 

hits from Greecehits from Greece  
Entry £3Entry £3 

• This is the first of a regu-
lar series of newsletters 
aimed at gathering in-
formation of interest to 
Glasgow’s Greek com-
munity and anyone in 
Glasgow who wants to 
find out about Greek 
news,  events and busi-
nesses. 

• It is written and edited 
by  young Greeks, and so 
reflects their voice. 

• Do you have contribu-
tions for the next issue? 
See p.4 
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The end of June saw the 
first ever Glasgow Greek 
Week festival funded by 
grants from the Scottish 
Arts Council, Glasgow 
District Council and the 
Glynhill Hotel & Leisure 
Club. The festival involved 
live Greek music and danc-
ing, Greek films, a Greek 
nightclub, a market fair, a 

dinner dance for the Greek 
School in Glasgow, and 

participation of Greek danc-
ers from the community’s 

Youth Club in the West End 
Festival Midsummer Carni-
val. Here we highlight just 

two of these events. 
 

Page 2 

Moutsatsou, Ziogalas, Pyrovolakis 
A real treat for Glasgow 

Glasgow’s newest generation of Greek dancers 

singer-songwriters and 
performers in Greece, pre-
sented a superb and inter-
nationally appealing side of 
Greek music. Rising star  
Manos Pyrovolakis with 
the almost celtic sound of 
his Cretan lyra had the au-
dience mesmerised. And 
Anastasia Moutstasou - 
who has been described in 
Rhythm Magazine as tak-
ing Greek music in new 
directions along with the 
likes of George Dalaras 
and Melina Kana - gave a 
superb rendition of Nikos 

Ziogalas’ old and newest 
hits as well as old Greek 
favourites. Nikos Ziogalas 
himself showed the class 
which has made him a dy-
namic force on the Greek 
music scene for 30 years, 
singing and writing hit 
songs for the likes of Gly-
keria. 

A Glasgow audience of 200 
turning out for Greek musi-
cians on a rainy Tuesday 
night in June is truly some-
thing special. One of the 
highlights of the Greek 
Week festival – and a 
unique event for Scotland - 
was the concert by Anasta-
sia Moutsatsou, Nikos Zio-
galas, Manos Pyrovolakis 
and their musicians at The 
Ferry on Tuesday 25th 
June.  
   These artists, who are 
currently regarded as some 
of the most innovative 

It’s all greek 2 me 

When 

Glasgow 

went 

Greek for 

a week! 

The youngest generation of Glasgow Hellenic 
Dancers took to the streets of Glasgow as part of 
the West End Festival Midsummer Carnival in 
June.  Alongside other colourful groups, the 
young Greeks, in full traditional costume and 
waving Greek and Cyprus flags, marched from 
Botanic Gardens to Kelvingrove Park, where they 
entertained passers-by - and an enthusiastic 
crowd of Greeks - to traditional dances. 
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To contact us email us at :  
glasgowhellenic@hotmail.com 

Glasgow Greek Week June 2002 

Add some Greek spice to 
your parties, anniversa-
ries, birthdays, engage-

ments. 
Our older dancers will 
show you how it’s done. 

 
For information & ratesFor information & rates  

07960 95787607960 957876  

Glasgow HellenicGlasgow Hellenic  
Dancers Dancers   



ity for generations to come. 
The Italians did invade 
Greece, but were subse-
quently driven back into 
Albania. 
   Today in Greece, there 
are large military parades 
down the main boulevards 
of Athens and Thessoloniki, 
and school pupils parade 
through most Greek cities.  
   Glasgow’s own Greek 
School celebrated in St. 

Oxi Day is celebrated every 
year in Greece on October 
28th and mostly remem-
bered for general Ioannis 
Metaxas' strong reply of 
'oxi' (no) to Mussolini's re-
quest to allow Italian troops 
to come into Greece at the 
beginning of WW II. The 
result of this stern message 
was powerful, and in the 
end, helped to maintain 
Greece’s course of neutral-

Luke’s church hall on the 
27th with songs, poems, 
dances and a play depic t-
ing the struggle which was 
first staged in 1940. Chil-
dren as young as 5 years 
old participated in the cele-
bration.  
   The next School cele-
bration will be for Christ-
mas and will take place 
on Sunday 22nd Decem-
ber following the service. 

Young Greeks are Outward Bound 

How Glasgow celebrated the day Greece said ‘No’! 

Glasgow and Edinburgh 
communities, and a pro-
gramme for larger 
groups of young people 
coming together from 
Greek communities all 
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“We are all better 

than we know. If 

only we can be 

brought to realise 

this, we may 

never be 

prepared to settle 

for anything less”. 

over the UK. The first 
programme is currently in 
the planning stages and 
should take place early in 
2003. 
 
The Niarchos Founda-
tion, which was estab-
lished in the name of the 
famous Greek shipping 
magnate, is based in 
Liechtenstein and sup-

ports a variety of interna-
tional activities, including 
some directed towards 
education and science. It 
has been responsible for 
donations all over the 
world – from concert 
halls, library systems and 
fire-fighting engines in 
Greece, to U.S. marine 
biological and oceano-
graphic research, and 
robotic systems for han-
dling suspicious devices 
at Athens International 
Airport. 

Since 1941, the national 
charity, The Outward 
Bound Trust, has sought 
to inspire young people 
to fulfil their potential 
through challenging out-
door activities. The Char-
ity’s founder, Kurt Hahn  
said: “We are all better 
than we know. If only we 
can be brought to realise 
this, we may never be 
prepared to settle for 
anything less”. 
 
Now, young Greeks be-
tween the ages of 14 and 
24 from communities all 
over the UK are to be 
given the opportunity to 
take part in Outward 
Bound activities and ex-
perience some of the 
teamwork and adventure 
the Trust’s schemes can 
offer. The Trust has been 
awarded a grant from 
The Stavros Niarchos 
Foundation to be spent 
on young people of 
Greek origin in the UK 
over the next 5 years. 
The plans include sup-
port for individual bur-
saries, special courses 
for small groups from the 

For more information 
on how you or your 
children can participate 
in this scheme email 
glasgowhellenic 
@hotmail.com, or write 
to: 
 
Greek Youth Club 
St Lukes Greek Ortho-
dox Cathedral  
27 Dundonald Road 
Dowanhill 
Glasgow 
G12 9LL 
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SSt. Luke’st. Luke’s  
Christmas 2002Christmas 2002  
Dinner DanceDinner Dance  

Sunday 1st DecemberSunday 1st December  
Glynhill Hotel, Renfrew 

Greek specialties 
Live entertainment 

£35 per person 
ContactContact : Greek Orthodox Ca-

thedral of St. Luke 
01410141-- 339339--73687368  



   It’s a story about family, and it will make you laugh by the sheer similarities between 
the characters and probably someone you know. 
   Foreign guy meets Greek girl and they fall in love. Her family on the other hand don’t 
approve and their lives become comically difficult. Any of this sound familiar to those 
out there who have married into a Greek family? 
   Toulla (Nia Vardalos) works in her family’s restaurant, dreaming of the day she will 
make something of herself in her career - however this day seems far away. Her family 
have deep traditions and believe all she can achieve is marriage, babies and feed the 
world Greek food! One day her handsome prince, Ian (John Corbett) drops by for cof-
fee and sews the seed in her mind that she can go for her dreams. A quick drop of hair 
mousse, make-up and a new wardrobe and Toulla is off to college to learn all about 
computers with the warning from her father about the drugs available!  With her new 
found knowledge she takes over another part of the family business running the travel 
agency where her scope for life and what it holds is expanded.  
   One day Ian drops by and decides Toulla is the woman for him. A comical courtship 
ensues and  results in the two families meeting to celebrate their predictable engage-
ment. A recognisable Greek get-together follows where dancing and Ouzo flow freely. 
In order that the planned wedding goes ahead Ian must first be baptised….a situation 
with a paddling pool in the church will be a familiar scene with many viewers.  
   The main event does not disappoint, and any budding brides out there will be able to 
pick up valuable fashion tips from the bridesmaids and Aunties!  All goes well at the 
ceremony and the reception with all guests….even Granny leaves the Turks alone for 
the day. 
   A point to watch out for…any Greek word you want to know the root of….ask Toullas 
father! 
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Sotis Volanis: Sotis Volanis 
VASIPAP 2002 Category: Modern laika 
Don’t let the cheesy sleeve put you off 
this Sotis Volanis cd, as there are some 
gems to be found on it. Opening track 
“Thelo na tho” and track 4, “San to tsi-
garo me katastrefis” are both very good 
tsiftetelis which should fill the dancefloor, 
whilst other highlights on the cd include 
the zeimbekiko “Min tolmiseis”, plus “Pes 
mou poso”, “Then exo alli epilogi”, and 

“Papse loipon”.  
Vasilis Karras: Loyia tis nihtas 
MINOS-EMI 2002 Category: Laika 
There are some excellent zeimbekikos 
on this new cd by Vasilis Karras – 
“Mesa sto spiti tou trelou”, “Hameni 
politeia”, “Otan eisai treli sto mualo”, 
and best of all, “Htes agapimenos”. 
Other good songs include “Then mi-
lame ithia glossa” and “Prota me sko-
toneis”. All in all, this is a good solid 

To contact us email us at :  
glasgowhellenic@hotmail.com 

We are coming to 
the web in 2003. 

Upcoming issues: 
February 2003 
May 2003 
November 2003 
 
Correspondence: 
land mail 
Glasgow Hellenic 
St. Luke’s Greek Ortho-
dox Cathedral, 27 Dun-
donald Road, Dowanhill, 
Glasgow, G12 9LL 
e-mail  
glasgowhellenic@ 
hotmail.com 
 

Issue editors: 
Rania Panayi 
Fivos Scholarios, jr 

Film Review: My Big Fat Greek Wedding 

Both CDs are available from Trehantiri Music, 365-367 Green Lanes, Harringay, 
London, N4 1DY,  Tel. 0208 802 6530  Website http://www.trehantiri.co.uk/  

Greek-Scottish 
St. Andrew’s Night 

Holmwood House 
Cathcart 

30th November 7.30pm 
The National Trust for Scotland cele-
brates the cleaning of an Alexander 

Thomson  frieze based on Homer’s Iliad 
with a night of Scottish & Greek food & 

culture. 
For further information call 

Sally White at  0141-637-2129 

Olympic 
preview 
in our 

next edi-
tion 

Greek School of Glasgow 
The Greek School of Glasgow operates within 
the premises of St. Luke’s Cathedral and in-
cludes pupils from 6 to 16 years old. It employs 
3 teaching staff one of whom is normally ap-
pointed either by the Greek or Cyprus Educa-
tional Missions. In addition to the Greek lan-
guage, pupils are also taught religious history, 
the history of Greece and Cyprus and also ele-
ments of geography of these two countries. Pu-
pils are normally presented for the GCSE ex-
aminations in Modern Greek and the GCE in 
Modern Greek or the Scottish Standard Grade 
in Classical Greek. For further information 
contact the School Director Nondas Pitticas 
(see p1 for contact details). 

Greek Music Reviews by Keith Dinnie 
Keith has been dj'ing Greek nights in Glasgow for 3 years. He lived and worked in Greece for 6 
years, in Athens, Kavala, Komotini, and Thessaloniki. Every Saturday night you can find him 
dj'ing latin/r'n'b/world music nights in Havana, 10pm-2am. 


